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Part of the mission of CFA Society Los Angeles
(CFALA) is to promote excellence and engagement
among its members. A key way of fulfilling this mission
is through promotion of the CFA charter and support-
ing workshops and education for candidates who are
seeking the charter. In 2022, CFALA is offering several
free workshops for Level Il and Level lll candidates to
help them prepare for the exams.

For Level Il there is a problem-solving session with
Dr. Dave Cary, CFA. This workshop will provide CFA
candidates with the opportunity to test their skills,
learn how to solve answers quickly and efficiently, and
get better prepared for the actual exam. This is the first
scheduled workshop and it will be hosted on Zoom on
March 19th at 10 am PT. Another Level Il workshop is
with Ken Yee, CFA who will be leading the Level Il Ethics
Workshop (May 21st at 10 am) which will cover the
Level Il Study Session 17. This workshop will go through
all of the Learning Outcome Statements in that study
session.

Level Il also has an Ethics Workshop with Ken Yee,
CFA scheduled on April 2nd at 10 am PT. GIPS compli-
ance specialist Kim Cash, CFA, CAIA, CIPM, CSCP will be
providing an overview of GIPS Standards on April 7th at
4 pm. The last Level lll workshop is with Past President
Glen Holden, Jr., CFA. Holden was a longtime grader for
the Level Ill CFA exam and was on the Candidate Curric-
ulum Committee of CFA Institute for five years. He will
take candidates through the essay writing process of
the Level Il CFA exam. This workshop will cover the CFA
Institute essay grading methodology, test-taking tips,
and pitfalls that can occur during the Level lll exam. This
workshop will be on April 23rd at 10 am.

The workshops are new, free, and will be recorded if
candidates are unable to make the live session. Caitlin
Topkis, Education, Operations, & Membership Manager
at CFALA talked about what triggered the new work-
shops. “These free workshops are a direct result of
COVID-19 as the board decided that a Level Il or lll live
review program just wasn't in the cards. This is the first
time we have ever done workshops specific to the exam
and curriculum!

The last edition of the CFALA e-newsletter detailed
the new exam schedule for each level and the complex-
ities that go with it. Itis not just the candidates that
have to navigate the new maze that is the CFA program;
exam prep providers must figure it out also. And figure
it out simultaneously for all three levels. Topkis noted,
“The number of times the exams are offered has im-
pacted the review program. Where we once only had to
provide Level Il and Ill resources gearing up for the one
exam, we are now contending with four different exam
windows and much wider candidate distributions.”

Like the CFA exam and the candidates, CFALA is ad-
justing to new exam formats and schedules. What used
to be a once (or twice for Level I) a year exam on paper,
has become an electronic exam with multiple dates for
each level. The free workshops are in response to the
new terrain, and CFALA is looking to stay current with
the trends. Topkis said, “We are still looking at addition-
al ideas for these workshops and would welcome any
ideas.”

Get more information on the workshops here.
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