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Original Content

ccess to quality events, both for
educational and networking purposes, is an
attractive feature of membership in CFA
Society Los Angeles

(CFALA). If you explore the CFALA website
and check out the Upcoming Events page,
it becomes clear that there are many
opportunities for members to participate in
a variety of events. Now, thanks in large
part to the effort of CFA Society New York
(CFANY), CFALA members have access to
additional content online.

Earlier this year, CFANY began
sharing its events via a livestream and
made many of them available to CFALA
members. CFANY has approximately 70
events per year and the majority of them
are available to members of other CFA
societies. CFALA was one of the first to
make the livestream available to its
members, and it gets a little special
treatment.

“We curate what we think are the
two most relevant, or what we think will be
the most popular, livestream events, so
CFALA can put those events right up on its
website,” said Rob Rowan, Director, Asset
Owner Series of CFANY . Currently 72 other
Societies receive an email from CFANY with
all of the livestreams that are available, and
it is then up to the individual Societies to
decide how to distribute that information.

Subsequent to the event, CFANY
then posts the video on its website under
the “Watch” tab. The library of archived
events is broad and deep, with a wide array
of topics and lengths. The archived
versions have advantages as far as
watching when you are free, but the
livestream has the advantage of being able
to submit questions during the event.
During the livestream you are able to click
the chat box on the screen, and the
question is forwarded to the live event.

The quality of the video is very high.
And the production value of the event is also
very high. “We generally have four cameras
with experienced people running them,”
said Rowan. The result is, for instance, that
during a panel discussion, a broad camera
angle can be used. If one panel member is
discussing a point, another camera can focus
on that speaker.

Four cameras, high quality audio and
video, and a professional setting isn't
free. Yet watching the livestream is. So
how is CFANY reimbursed? “We are
reimbursed in nonfinancial ways,” said
Rowan. “We are paid back by being able to
secure higher quality speakers and
guests at our events. When we can tell
potential speakers that there may be
150 at the venue, another 150 on
livestream and maybe another 50 will
watch the archived video, that gets
speakers interested.”

Currently the livestreaming is
available for personal educational purposes.
But CFANY is experimenting with
dovetailing the videos with official
continuing education. One of the ideas is
developing questions aboutthe content
that viewers can answer inorderto
earn continuing education credit. There
are other ideas being pursued so members
can document their participation in the
event, even with without physically being
there.

This resource is valuable for any
member who is looking to broaden
knowledge about many topics. “We are
hoping that by providing these livestreams,
other Societies will not haveto do this,”
said Rowan.

CFALA live events are always great,

but the convenience, quality and variety
of the livestream is worth checking out.
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