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hat do you do when you are a minority We also participated in designing the
group and struggle to gain traction? You educational workshops focused on developing
unite! leadership skills, exploring the transition from
individual contributor to manager and learning
The CFA Society Los Angeles (CFALA) about your personality style and how it impacts
Women'’s Community of Interest has been career g:hoices by.p.artnering with'the consul@ants
working to create partnerships with other related ~ delivering the training and featuring many diverse
women’s groups to harness the power and and inclusive behaviors to develop yourself and
energy of our collective membership to make your staff.
change, influence outcomes and develop .
ourselves. In the recent past the CFALA Women’s ~__InJuly the CFALA Women’s COl partnered
COl joined forces with the women of the Financial With WLALA - the local group of women attorneys
Planning Association (FPA) and SoCal Junior for an educational and developmental experience
Achievement for a day-long event focused on called Embrace Your Power, with Anita Goldin, an
enhanced financial literacy with the all-girls high ~ accomplished coach and teacher. The power of
school, Immaculate Heart. Our volunteers took partnerships continues.

these fantastic girls through a full day experience
of financial planning and budgeting that they
won't soon forget.
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y home and office are in Camarillo, so | don't get
to as many CFA Society Los Angeles (CFALA)
events as | would like to. AlImost without
exception | enjoy the events | do attend, but
grinding it out on the Ventura Freeway to either
Downtown or West LA is nobody’s idea of a
good time. My Camarillo colleagues and | did
make it to the CFALA Golf Tournament this year
(great event) and | attended the Portfolio
conference in May, which was a fantastic
success. | have been to the Annual Meeting a
few times and the CFA Charter Recognition
Dinner twice. In the end, | only make it to a few
events a year.

But the one event | try to put on my
calendar every year is the Summer Social. At the
risk of sounding like a radio commercial, if you
only attend one meeting a year, make sure this is
it. This year itis on August 28, and as in the past,
it is being held at the Hotel Shangri-La in Santa
Monica. The venue is right on Ocean Boulevard
and the social takes place in “The Penthouse.”
The Penthouse is actually the rooftop and the
view and setup is awesome. There are a few
pictures on the CFALA website where you sign
up, but you have to be there to get the real
effect. The rooftop is big enough so the party is
not cramped, but small enough to provide
intimacy which fuels good conversation, even
with people you are meeting for the first time.

Officially, the Summer Social aims to
recognize and thank the CFALA volunteers who
make all the programs possible. In fact, a
number of years ago the invitations only went
out to volunteers and the party was sort of a
thank you gift. Fortunately, now all members
are invited to join the social. And why not? The
more the merrier, plus it is the non-volunteers
that need to be encouraged to explore the many
volunteering opportunities within CFALA. What
better place to pitch them than at a party
recognizing the hard work of the volunteers.
Don't be surprised if a Committee member
kindly suggests giving volunteering a try.

Now that | have convinced you to attend, |
can hand out some pointers. Parking is easy just
south of the hotel. The last few years the hotel has
not allowed people to take the stairs, so you must
take one of the elevators. If you are claustrophobic,
stay away from the elevator on the right. Itis an
old style of elevator that is a bit cramped, with a
door that swings shut after you get in. | generally
don’t have problems with elevators, but this one
was a bit off. When | go, | think about passing a big
rig: stay to the left. Food is fantastic with a great
taco bar and excellent finger foods before that.
Beer, wine, etc to quench the thirst. And while |
cannot guarantee the weather, a late August night
in Santa Monica will be...okay | guarantee nice
weather. The cost? Zero for CFALA members.

Go to the CFALA website and . The
event cannot accept walk-ins. If you attend
because of this article, let me know when you see
me there.
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